
 
  

CARDD  

MEPA ROUTING MEMO 

  

To:   Mark Bostrom 

Through:  Autumn Coleman 

From:    Demi Blythe 

 

Re: Town of Dodson Emergency MEPA Decision  

Project Sponsor:  Town of Dodson  

Name of Project:  Dodson Storage Tank Overflow Pipe Repairs 

Agreement No:  RRG-22-1808  

Memo:  

DNRC can issue a Final Finding of No Significant Impact Emergency MEPA Decision 
for the Town of Dodson Storage Tank Overflow Pipe Repairs project (attached). We 
scoped the project for 14 days on the DNRC Public Notice Webpage. No public 
comments were submitted.  SIGNATURE REQUIRED 

___/s/DEB___ MEPA/NEPA Coordinator Review 

__________ Bureau Chief Review 

__________ Division Administrator Signature 

__________ Post for _30_ Days on DNRC’s Environmental Docs page.   

__________ File 
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND CONSERVATION 

GREG GIANFORTE, GOVERNOR 1539 ELEVENTH AVENUE 

STATE OF MONTANA 
DIRECTOR'S OFFICE: (406) 444-2074 PO BOX 201601 
FAX: (406) 444-2684 HELENA, MONTANA  59620-1601 

 
 

DRAFT - EMERGENCY MEPA Decision 

Project Name:  Dodson Storage Tank Overflow Pipe Repairs 
Proposed 
Implementation Date: 08-13-2021
Proponent:  Town of Dodson 
Location: Dodson, MT 
County: Phillips 

1. Purpose and Need

The Town of Dodson is an incorporated community of 124 people within Phillips County, Montana located on 
Highway 2 about 18 miles west of Malta.  The Town’s drinking water storage tank is a buried concrete tank, 
size unknown, about a mile north of the Town in the hills west of North Dodson Road.  The overflow pipe is a  
6” sch-40 PVC pipe that runs underground from the tank. Just outside the tank the pipe has a 45 & 90-deg 
bend then extends approximately 150-ft exiting out of a sidehill into ravine. 

In late April 2021 the area experienced heavy rainfall events. It is believed that rodent holes in the area were 
saturated with the heavy rainfall and caused the earth to settle, breaking the pipe at the  45-degree bend.  
Once the pipe was broke, and not noticed until beginning of May, typical tank overflows and more rainfall 
increased erosion around the broken pipe outlet, exposing the electrical wiring for the tank pump, control 
floats and started to back erode along the pipe.   

The Town hired a contractor and materials were ordered to make the repairs. The contractor exposed the 
separated pipe, filled in and compacted gravel in the eroded area, re-attached the pipe with new fittings then 
backfilled and compacted above the pipe. Repairs were completed June 16, 2021 

The DNRC approved the Emergency Grant for the Town of Dodson to help offset the costs of the storage tank 
overflow pipe repairs. 

2. Emergency Action Classification 

While DNRC is not generally required to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) or an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) for actions that qualify as EMERGENCIES (ARM 36.2.539), these actions are subject to 
review for significant adverse effects that would require an EA or an EIS. 

Emergencies/Emergency Grants will undergo review for all significant adverse environmental impacts. 

EMERGENCIES (ARM 36.2.539) 
☒ The project is classified as an emergency action. The agency may take or permit action having a significant
impact on the quality of the human environment in an emergency situation without preparing an EIS. Within
30 days following initiation of the action, the agency shall notify the governor and the EQC as to the need for
the action and the impacts and results of it. Emergency actions must be limited to those actions immediately
necessary to control the impacts of the emergency.
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To determine if an emergency action requires an environmental review and/or checklist, please review the 
following and check the applicable box: 
 
☒No Further Action: The project is classified as an emergency action and upon review of the project, I find 
none of the impacts are severe, enduring, geographically widespread, or frequent. Further, I find that the  
quantity and quality of the natural resources, including any that may be considered unique or fragile, will not  
be adversely affected to a significant degree. I find no precedent for the future actions that would cause 
significant impacts, and I find no conflict with local, State, or federal laws, requirements, or formal plans. No 
Further Analysis needed. No further EA/EIS analysis is required. 
 
☐EA Checklist/EIS Analysis Required: The is project classified as an emergency action and upon review of 
the project with the MEPA/NEPA Coordinator, we find the project may require further environmental review 
and analysis as there may be significant physical and human/social impacts. Therefore, we will complete the 
attached environmental checklist and provide a final decision on the level of environmental impact for the 
project. 
 

3. Public Notice 

        PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED: 
Provide a brief chronology of the scoping and ongoing involvement for this project. List number of individuals 
contacted, number of responses received, and newspapers in which notices were placed and for how long.  Briefly 
summarize issues received from the public. 

 
DNRC – CARDD Program Specialists will post this EA for scoping at a minimum of two weeks and attach all 
comments submitted by the public.  
 

 Prepared By: 
Name: David C Larson Date: 08/20/2021 

Title: Renewable Resources Engineer                                                                                
Email: dclarson@mt.gov 

 

  EIS  More Detailed EA X No Further Analysis 
 
 

 

EA Approved By: 
Name: Mark Bostrom 

Title: CARDD Administrator 

Signature:  Date:  

DocuSign Envelope ID: 27567409-02F5-4DE1-A270-3E069FD4BBC9

9/10/2021



 

Dodson Storage Tank 
Overflow Pipe Repairs 

June 18, 2021 
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Dodson Tank 

6-in Overflow Pipe 

Pipe Break 

Dodson Tank 

Town of Dodson 

Town of Dodson 
Storage Tank Overflow Pipe Emergency Repairs 
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